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February , 20 12 

A F lurry  of M id -Winter  Activity  
 

There are a lot of things going on around the music program these days. In the 

beginning of January, we hosted the OCMEA All-County Band Festival and OCMEA 

Scholarship auditions. Oswego had the largest number of students represented in the county 

and it was an outstanding festival even though Mother Nature tried to shut down the festival, 

all she accomplished was postponing it for a day. The students along with the conductors 

pushed through and put together all of the music chosen in one day and performed a concert 

later that afternoon in Faust Theatre. Typically, it takes several weeks to put together music 

for a concert and all of these students we able to do it in one day! Congratulations to all of 

performers for a job well done!! 

The same week as the All-County Band Festival, we had 25 students from Oswego County audition for an 

OCMEA scholarship. Eligible students had to be in the All-County Ensembles for at least 2 years during their high school 

careers as well as being current seniors in high school. We had one Oswego student earn 1
st
 place and a scholarship of 

$1,000! We would like to congratulate Miss Emilie Benigno, who performed a solo on violin. She did an outstanding job 

and all of us are extremely proud of you! Keep up the great work!  

This past Saturday January 21
st
, the Winter Guard competed at Phoenix High School in their first competition of 

the season. This season the Winter Guard moved up two classes into the Scholastic A1 class. The Winter Guard debuted 

their show “The Chain” featuring the music of Fleetwood Mac, and they were extremely successful. The Guard finished 

in 2
nd

 place and they were tenths of a point behind the first place guard. It was a successful show and the girls are looking 

forward to their next show on February 4
th
 at Mexico High School. The Mexico show starts at 5 pm so please come and 

support the Winter Guard! 

Finally, all of the bands are currently preparing for the Festival of Winds concert on March 3
rd
 at 7:00 pm in Faust 

Theatre. This concert will feature all of the high school bands and we will be bringing back the middle school bands as 

our special guests again this year. We will end the concert once again combine all of the bands to form a gigantic band of 

over 200 students and perform the “Stars and Stripes Forever” by John Philip Sousa. We hope to see you there for this 

spectacular event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All County Senior High School Band Rehearsal With Guest Conductor  Dr. Adam Brennan 
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Oneida Jazz Festival  
 The jazz bands are busy working on our music for the upcoming 

Oneida Jazz Festival on Friday, March 9
th
.  I have not received 

specific times yet but here is how the day typically runs.  Once we 

arrive at Oneida High School we have lots to do.  The A band and 

the B band each have a performance that is followed by a 25 minute 

clinic with one of the judges.  There is also an instrument specific, 

hour long clinic given by the judges.  The last performance of the 

evening is the Director’s Big Band with the judges as guest soloists.  

The evening is capped off with an awards ceremony.   It is a really 

great night of jazz music and learning.   

   

Andy Martin  
The Evening of Big Band Jazz is our big annual end of the year jazz 

concert.  Our guest artist for this year is Los Angeles based trombonist 

Andy Martin.  This world-class jazz musician is very busy in and around 

the Los Angeles area.  He performs as the lead trombonist in several big 

bands, including Gordon Goodwin and the Big Phat Band, the Tom Kubis’ 

Band, and the Bill Hollman Big Band.  He has about a dozen albums that 

he recorded and has performed on many, many more.  Being in Los 

Angeles he has also done a lot of work with television and movie music.  It 

is award show season, and chances are very good that you will hear Andy playing trombone in almost every 

one of those orchestras.  He has played on the soundtracks for “American Dad,” The Family Guy” and “King 

of the Hill.”  He has even played in the orchestra for “Dancing with the Stars.”  He can be heard on the movie 

soundtracks of “Glory Road,” “Spiderman,” Enemy of the State,” and “Armageddon.”  He has also played on 

the animated movies, “Monsters, Inc.” “Robots,” and “Cars.”  He is also the first call trombonist at the 

Pantages Theater in Hollywood and has played in numerous pit orchestras.  I had the opportunity to hear him 

play live a few years ago when the Big Phat Band played at the high school in Fulton.  I know that we are all 

in for treat.  You can learn more about Andy by visiting his web page www.drewbone.com.  Please put this 

free event on your calendar for May 25
th
 at 7:00pm, and invite your friends and family!          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
3/3   Combined Bands Rehearsal  Faust Theatre  10:00am-Noon 

3/3   Festival of Winds    Faust Theatre  7:00pm 

3/9   Oneida Jazz Festival   Oneida HS  TBA 

4/28   Wind Ensemble Sounds of Spring  Faust Theater  4:00pm 

5/4-5   NYSSMA Solo Festival   Fulton JH  TBA 

5/25       Evening of Big Band Jazz   Faust Theater  7:00pm 

6/1   Senior’s Band Concert   Faust Theater  7:30pm 

6/7   Senior’s Orchestra Concert   Faust Theatre   7:30 pm 

6/14   Jazz Bands at Farmer’s Market  West 1
st
 St.  6:00pm 

7/1   Fourth of July Parade   OHS – the Fort TBA 

7/1   Jazz Ensemble A- 4
th

 of July   Breitbeck Park 6:30pm (tentative) 

8/6-10   Band Camp     OHS   TBA    

 

http://www.drewbone.com/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   On February 18

th
 at 5:00 pm, Oswego will be hosting our first annual Winter Guard show. This 

event is very similar to the Pageant of Champions Marching Band show that 

we host each fall here in Oswego. The competition will take place in the 

Leighton Gym and we will have 14 guards that will be here displaying the 

various levels of talent. The show starts at 5 pm and there will be 

concessions and other prizes for everyone to win. All proceeds  from ticket 

and food sales will go directly to the Oswego Band Program, so please 

come and support our girls and enjoy a great evening of entertainment! 

Oswego’s competition performance the season is titled “The Chain,” and 

features music selections from Fleetwood Mac. 

   Speaking of the Winterguard show, we will need Volunteers to help 

collect tickets, sell food and other concessions, and act as guides for the 

each guard as they unload equipment. If you are available, we would love to 

have some help! The show will end around 8:30 pm, so it will be a small 

amount of time. It is another chance to showcase and show-off  the 

outstanding community of Oswego to the rest of the Mid-York Colorguard 

Circuit .   

If you are interested and available please feel free to contact me at the high school. My email is 

sciesla@oswego.org. Thank you for considering helping out and we hope to see you at the show!!!!! 
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